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Announcement from the family of Peter D Sutherland SC
It is with great regret that we announce the death of Peter Denis Sutherland SC, United Nations Special
Representative on Migration.
Peter was 71 years of age and died at St. James’s Hospital, Dublin on Sunday January 7th in the presence of his
family. He is survived by his loving wife Maruja, née Cabria Valcarcel, his children Shane, Natalia and Ian, ten
grandchildren, his sisters Jill and Karen, his brother-in-law David Brennan, his daughters-in-law, his son-in-law, his
wider family and friends. He was pre-deceased by his parents Billy and Barbara and his brother David. His funeral
arrangements will be announced in due course.
Peter suffered a cardiac arrest in London on Sunday 11 September 2016 on his way to Mass at Brompton Oratory.
He was substantially impacted by this and was in hospitals in London and Dublin since then. Despite great efforts
by his medical staff and his own indomitable spirit, he succumbed to an infection.
Peter was born in Dublin on April 25, 1946. He went to school at Gonzaga College SJ which helped to instil a strong
religious faith and where he formed lifelong friendships. He studied law at University College, Dublin and at the
King’s Inns. He was called to the Bar in 1969 and practiced law until 1981 when he became Attorney General of
Ireland. He was a member of the European Commission from 1985 to 1989. Between 1989 and 1993, Peter was
chairman of AIB plc and a director of CRH plc and GPA. From 1993 to 1995, he was Director General of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and subsequently the World Trade organisation. He was subsequently a Partner at
and Chairman of Goldman Sachs International and Chairman of BP plc among numerous other roles in the
commercial and not-for-profit sector. In 2006, he was proud to be asked to be United Nations Special Representative
on Migration by then-Secretary General Kofi Annan. He was renewed in that role by Ban Ki-moon. In 2015, Peter
retired from all commercial activities to concentrate on his UN work.
Shane Sutherland, Natalia McEnroe and Ian Sutherland said:
“Above all things, Peter was a family man, totally in love with our mother Maruja from the moment they met almost
50 years ago. He was a wonderful father: loving, teaching, playful. We are consoled that in his last year we were
able to repay some of his love and kindness.
“Next for Peter came his faith and his country and, finally, his belief in the European project as a route to peace,
prosperity and justice for all.
“He was a devout Catholic. This didn’t make him doctrinaire. Instead, it gave him a lifelong instinct for charity and
volunteerism. It wasn’t just about writing the cheque – he wanted to be with people. In the year before the onset of
his final illness, he ceased his business activities and devoted himself to working with migrants, many of whom
were in wretched circumstances. It was never an easy cause and rarely a popular cause. We were so proud that our
father worked for the poorest of the poor.
“We were also so proud of his patriotism whether manifested through supporting his beloved Irish rugby team, his
support of education at Gonzaga, UCD, Trinity or elsewhere, his formal and informal service to Irish governments
of all hues and his work with the Ireland Fund of Great Britain which he was proud to chair and support.
“Others noticed his success in public life and his material success from business. We loved Papa because he was
devoted to us and we to him.”
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